
Jumping between creativity and recurrence 

Research background

Meaning: Shiny app for 

annotating categories from the 

motion semantic grid designed 

for ideophones (Ibarretxe-Antuñano 

2019).
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Future perspectives

• Refining and testing annotation categories with 

more signs, together with a co-annotator

• Refining distance measurement: weight 

distribution (handedness, handshape, within-

token variability etc.), distance computation

• Using complementary methods, e.g., pose 

estimation and dynamic time warping (Akamine et 

al. 2026)

• Tackle analysis of systematic form-meaning 

associations

Depicting signs are iconic and 

some are strongly 

conventionalised (Johnston 2012, 

Wilcox & Xavier 2013). Yet, they 

exhibit a potential for depiction 

such that tokens of the same type 

may vary significantly in their form 

and meaning. This variability has 

been notably discussed in terms 

of ‘delexicalisation’ (Cormier et al. 

2012).

Similarities between this behaviour 

and depictive foregrounding of 

spoken language ideophones 

have also been highlighted (Ferrara 

& Halvorsen 2017, Vandenitte, under 

review). Yet, there has been no 

attempt to systematically analyse 

which formal aspects of depicting 

signs can be modified and for 

what meaning purposes.

51 tokens referring to jumping 

events produced in a hobby 

description task of the LSFB 

Corpus (Meurant 2015).

Sébastien Vandenitte (LSFB-Lab, NaLTT, UNamur, F.R.S.-FNRS)

JUMP in LSFB

Form: Ad hoc categories for 

annotating handshape, location, 

movement and orientation as well 

as mouth actions, eyebrow 

movements, and eye aperture + 

counting the number of 

movement iterations in ELAN 
(Crasborn & Sloetjes 2008).

DomH NDomH

handshape 2-spread 5-spread

location other hand neutral space

movement back-and-forth stationary

orientation towards signer palm-up

Figure > Quanta > one; Animacy > human

Manner > Motor pattern > jump

Motion > Movement

Path > Contour > straight; Direction > up, down

* Nonmanuals were “neutral” in the generated typical formR
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= one human moves by jumping up  and 

down along a straight path

A pilot study of depictions of motion events in LSFB 

(French Belgian Sign Language)

Annotation

Data
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